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Teach It While It’s Fresh…
Texas State Aquarium SeaCamp – Classroom Experiences

The Learning on the Edge(LOTE) summer academy culminates with the teachers adapting
and modifying their own learning experiences from the previous week with the children
participating in Sea Camp at the Texas State Aquarium’s Sealab.

Teacher Experience

Teachers learn about the flow of  energy and model a visual food web their students can relate to.
Students at the Texas State Aquarium Sea Camp make a food web using yarn to note the flow of
energy from the sun to producers and consumers.

Classroom Experience
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The LOTE summer academy enables educators to have hands-on experiences to take back into
the classroom.  Each of  the partners that contributes to the LOTE project presents their
curriculum and provides the necessary training and experiences for the teachers.

Step 1:  Becoming Familiar with the Subject Matter

Auburn Carpenter of  the Texas State Aquarium discusses the value of  the wetlands
in filtration of  water and the filtration capacity of  different substrates.

Step 2:  Planning the Lesson

Two of  the teachers in the LOTE summer academy prepare the lesson and discuss
how to implement with the students at the Texas State Aquarium Sea Camp program.
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Step 3:  Implementing the Learning Experience

Students at the Texas State Aquarium Sea Camp program observe the physical
properties of  the different substrates and predict which will be the best water filter.
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Each of  the teachers participating in the LOTE summer academy receive curriculum
written by Dr. Sandra Johnson for the Kritters-4-Kids program.   She provides in-service
training to the teachers during the summer academy.   Among the subjects she focuses
on are food webs and the processes that occur in the flow of  energy from the sun to
different organisms.

Who Eats Who

Participants of  the Learning on the Edge summer academy
look for energy units for their particular organism to
survive in the game of  Who Eats Who.

Teachers Plan the Lesson

LOTE participants look over lesson plans and
search for materials to implement the learning
experience for their students.

Students’ Quest for Energy from the Sun

Students at the Texas State Aquarium’s
Sea Camp gather energy units to allow
survival of  their particular organism.
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Follow-up activities for the teachers included planning, implementing, and teaching a
lesson based on their week-long experience.

Start of  a Cycle: Planning a Lesson

LOTE educators incorporate the experiences of  the previous week
into an actual lesson for students at Sea Camp at  the Texas State
Aquarium’s Sealab.

Teaching a Lesson

A LOTE participant explains the water cycle and the amount
of  fresh water available for human uses.
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Checking for Student Understanding

The Learning on The Edge(LOTE) participants
discuss the lesson with the students at Sea Camp.
They ask questions and provide feedback for
students having questions about the concepts
presented.

Cooperative Learning and Peer Tutoring

Students at the Texas State Aquarium Sea Camp
program discuss water basins and river sheds in
Texas.   A student points out where the Nueces River
is at and traces its tributaries while the other two
actively listen to her explanation.

Independent Learning Style

A student at the Texas State Aquarium works
independently on the floor to trace the tributaries
of  the different watersheds and river basins in
Texas.


