
Grant for CBBEP Environmental Education Program-Union Pacific
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program’s Environmental Education Program received a $10,000 grant from Union 
Pacific for field trip bus funding. This will help bring approximately 40 bus-loads of students who will get to 
experience a field trip to the Nueces Delta Preserve.  

“Union Pacific is proud to support charitable organizations such as the Coastal Bend Bays & 
Estuaries Program in the communities where our employees live and work,” said Ivan Jaime, 
Director Border Policy and Community Affairs. Union Pacific is one of America’s leading 
transportation companies, covering 23 states across the western two-thirds of the United States.  
Their vision symbolizes the Union Pacific experience for all the people whose lives they touch. 
It connects the importance of   Union Pacific’s rail  transportation to America’s economy. 

Since 2006 CBBEP Environmental Education 
Program has provided students with field trips that 
take them out of the classroom and into the field. “At 
the Nueces Delta Preserve, we see over 8,000 stu-
dents each year.  We connect classrooms to nature 
through discovery.  We ask open-ended questions 
so that the students can connect them to the Coastal 
Bend while participating in hands on state standard 
aligned field trips,” said Lari Jo Johnston, Director 
of Environmental Education. The CBBEP is deeply 
committed to bringing educational programs as well 
as being a highlight of its conservation and land man-
agement efforts. Organizations like Union Pacific 
Railroad make it possible to continue our vision for 
the Nueces Delta Perserve. 
                

“I am so appreciative of the CBBEP field trip program. Without it, I wouldn’t be able to take my Aquatic Science 
classes on a trip in the Fall and in the Spring anymore due to budget cuts. I used to have to organize and run my 
own stations, and it is such a blessing to have you both organizing the trips for me so that I can enjoy the experi-
ence along with my students. I’m looking forward to working with CBBEP again next year,” said Kathy Westerman 
Biology and Aquatic Science Teacher at W.B. Ray High School. 

The CBBEP would like to thank Union Pacific for the generous donation and for investing in our organization and 
the communities we serve. 

The Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and restoring bays and 
estuaries in the 12-county region of the Texas Coastal Bend. CBBEP is partially funded by the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

For more information about CBBEP, contact Shannon Gabriel at (361) 885-6246 or shannon@cbbep.org

(From Left to Right) Presenting a check for $10,000 is Ivan Jaime, Director of Border and 
Community Affairs of Union Pacific to CBBEP Executive Director, Ray Allen and 
Director of Environmental Education, Lari Jo Johnston along with Brenda Mainwaring, 
Vice President of Public Affairs with Union Pacific. 


