Whitney Lake Marsh Park: Dedication

Ingleside - A community’s solution to neighborhood flooding
preserved a natural wetland and gave Ingleside residents
a 35-acre park in the process.

The city of Ingleside, Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries
Program, San Patricio County Drainage District and several
local civic organizations worked together with Naismith
Engineering in the creation of Whitney Lake Marsh Park,
located near F.M. 1069 and Kenny Lane.

The park, which was officially dedicated in January, is part
of a drainage basin for the surrounding area. After the park,
rainwater runoff goes to McCampbell Slough to Port Bay
in the Copano Bay system.

Rather than build a ditch around the marsh for storm water
to flow through, city leaders, at the urging of local residents
and with funding from Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries
Program, developed a habitat restoration project that also
addressed flooding concerns.

Freshwater pothole wetlands in the tree-covered area are
typical of natural habitats in the Ingleside area. They go
through cycles of holding water or being dry as a function
of weather conditions. The lower reaches of the drainage

Whitney Lake Marsh Park addressed concerns of flooding
and restored a marsh habitat that is now a park. Wet or
dry, the marsh attracts birds, such as the ibises seen here.
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basin, further
from the park,
closer to Port
Bay, have been
recommended
for protection by
resource
agencies
because of its
valuable habitat
for wintering
and migratory
water fowl,
shore birds,
wading birds and other wetland-dependent species.
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As part of a wildlife photo contest, this
vibrant water lily was displayed in kiosks
during the park’s official dedication.

After studying flood control options that also improved water
quality, construction of the wetland area and observation
decks was completed in 2005. Additional improvements
and adjustments were made over the years. The final
touches — park benches and educational signs — were
completed in December 2008.

Joined in the effort were volunteers with the Ingleside Lions
Club, Ingleside Garden Club, Keep Ingleside Beautiful/Youth
that Care Wetlands Warriors, the city’s parks department
and students in the Ingleside High School’s building trades
class.

“It's a real community project. Old and young, wise and not
so wise got together to do this,” said volunteer and Ingleside
resident Jane Ward, who was instrumental in the park
project.

Ward said she saw the project as a way to treat storm water
runoff, solve flooding and preserve natural lands. Her
involvement started when she heard smaller cities might
be required to treat storm water runoff. One of the best
ways to do that, she said, was let the water filter through
a natural marsh.

The marsh park is dry now, its observation decks and
benches providing serene spots to gaze across the grasses
blowing slightly in the breeze. But when the rains come,
the park will fill with water, wetland plants will quickly grow
and more wildlife will return to the area. The park again will
serve its dual purpose, too, filtering storm water on its way
to the bay.



Go There:
Whitney Lake Marsh Park
Ingleside, Texas

Driving Directions:

*From Corpus Christi, take
Highway 181 north, then

Highway 361 south to Ingleside.
*Turn left at stoplight at Main Street
(F.M. 1069).

*Turn Right on Kenny Lane.

The park is on the left side before you
reach Avenue A.
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Check out more featured projects of the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program online at www.cbhbep.org.

The Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting
and restoring bays and estuaries in the 12-county region of the Texas Coastal Bend. CBBEP is
partially funded by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency.
For more information about the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program,

contact Beth Wilson at (361) 885-6246 or bwilson@cbbep.org.
This report published in March 2009.




