











THE COASTAL

BEND BAYS PLAN
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ol officialt, and by solunteer-
%O'La//y/womw/feao&a% Gora
copey of the mangoment plas
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& Caluanies Program ot
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the difference.

Waste/Recycling
e Recycle all glass, metal cans, alu-

minum, corrugated cardboard, plas-
tic, and motor oil.

o Bring your own washable canvas

or string bags to the grocery store
and reuse them for years.

¢ Avoid purchasing disposable, non-

recyclable items -- razors, cameras,
and plates, for example.

Yard and Garden

o Plant species of shrubs and grasses

that are native to the Coastal Bend
environment and require little
watering.

e Minimize the use of pesticides,

herbicides, insecticides, and fertiliz-
ers that may contribute to pollution.

e Choose plants that won't need
fertilizer.
e Keep pet waste, leaf litter, grass

clippings, and debris out of the
street and storm drains. These
drains flow directly into our streams,
rivers, bays, and estuaries.

Toxics

e Do not pour solvents, paints, and
preservatives down drains or toilets.
e Dispose of used oil , paints and

solvents at recycling facilities or col-
lection centers.

Septic System

e Conduct regular inspection and
maintenance activities.

o Call a septic tank service at least

every few years.

Boating

e Spread the word that discarded
fishing line, plastic bags, or plastic
six-pack rings are not only harmful
to marine animals but they may also
damage boats by tangling props and
clogging intakes.

o Empty portable toilets at home.

If you have an installed facility
aboard, dispose of your waste at the
nearest pumpout station.

¢ Use only antifouling paints avail-

able from marinas and boat supply
stores.

o Keep a trash receptacle handy for
use by every boat passenger.

e Avoid "prop dredging" through
seagrasses or other shallow areas.
Use marked channels, especially in
unfamiliar waters . "Pole" in.

e Stay at least 1,000 feet away from
nesting birds islands during the
months of February through August
to avoid disturbance to nesting
colonial waterbirds.
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THE STATE OF THE BAY:

GLOSSARY

Atmospheric deposition: A complex
phenomenon that occurs when emissions of sulfur,
nitrogen compounds, and other substances are
transformed by chemical processes in the atmos-
phere and then deposited on earth in either a dry
or wet form.

Benthos (benthic): The community of animals
living in and on the bottom sediments of a body
of water. Occurring at the bottom of a body

of water.

Bycatch: The unintended taking of a species while
net fishing for another species.

Coliform (bacteria): Widely distributed micro-
organisms found in the intestinal tract of humans
and other animals and in soils. Their presence in
water indicates fecal pollution and potentially dan-
gerous contamination by disease-causing micro-
organisms.

Ecosystem: An ecological community and its
environment functioning as a unit in nature.

Fetch: The uninterrupted distance that the wind
can blow over water.

Food web: A sequence of organisms, each of
which uses the next, lower member of the
sequence as a food source.

Habitat: The environment in which an animal or
plant can normally be found or normally grows.

Heavy metals: Materials like cadmium, lead,
arsenic, mercury, and copper that enter the water
from both human and natural sources; in high
enough amounts, they may be extremely toxic to
biological life and may accumulate from low levels
in the water to dangerous levels in the flesh of
organisms high in the food web.

Hypersalinity: Having extremely high levels of
salinity or salt content.

Loading: The rate at which a pollutant enters a
system, such as a water body.

Nonpoint source: An indirect discharge, not
from a pipe or other specific source.

Nutrients: Essential chemicals needed by plants
or animals for growth. Excessive amounts of
nutrients can lead to degradation of water quality
by promoting excessive growth, and subsequent
decay of plants, especially algae. Some nutrients
can be toxic to animals at high concentrations.

PAHSs (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons):

A class of complex organic compounds, some of
which are persistent and cause cancer. These com-
pounds are formed from the combustion of organ-
ic material and are ubiquitous in the environment.
PAHs are commonly formed by forest fires and by
the combustion of gasoline and other petroleum
products. They often reach the environment
through atmospheric deposition and

highway runoff.

Pathogen: An agent such as bacteria or viruses
that cause disease.

PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls): A group of
manufactured chemicals formerly used for such
purposes as insulation in transformers and
lubrication in gas pipeline systems. Production,
sale, and new use was banned by law in 1977
following passage of the Toxic Substances Control
Act. PCBs have a strong tendency to
bioaccumulate. They are quite stable, and therefore
persist in the environment for long periods of
time. They are classified by USEPA as

probable human carcinogens.



Photosynthesis: The process by
which plants use energy derived
from sunlight to make simple
carbohydrates from carbon dioxide
and water,

Phytoplankton: Free floating
aquatic plants, usually algae; an
important food source for
many animals,

Polychaetes: Marine segmented
WOorms.

Point source: A specific source or
point of origin, such as a discharge
pipe or outfall.

Primary producers: Plant life (in
the water, algae or plankton); the
organisms that first convert sunlight
into food and are then consumed by

higher organisms; the base of the
food web.

Subsidence: A geological process
whereby the land sinks.

Turbidity: A cloudy condition in
water due to suspended silt or
organic matter.

Water column: An inclusive term,
covering the area that extends from
the bottom sediments to the surface,
of the water in a lake, estuary, or
ocean.

Water quality standards: State
regulations that outline permissible
levels of individual pollutants in spe-
cific bodies of water.

Watershed: The land area that
drains into a stream, river, estuary, or
other water body; same as drainage
area.

Zooplankton: Free-floating aquat-
ic animals ranging in size from
microscopic, single-celled organisms
to large jellyfish. Zooplankton are
an important food source for many
types of fish and animals.




For more information contact:

Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program
Natural Resources Center, Suite 3300
6300 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Phone: 512-980-3420
Fax: 512-980-3437
Internet: wwwsci.tamucc.edu/cbbep
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