





steps to a future of protecting and using wisely our
natural resources, Johnston said.

“If they’re not really connected to nature, the nature
that’s beyond their school park, they're less likely to
protect nature as they become adults,” she said.

The busy field-trip week included 31 Chavez Academy
students on Tuesday; 62 Schanen Estates Elementary
School fifth-graders on Friday and a six-student group
Saturday from Gregory-Portland Junior High Naturalist
Club.

“I think them being in a place where they were
surrounded by nature was shocking to them, but in a
good way,” said Schanen Estates Elementary science
teacher Jackie Simmons.

In thank-you cards sent after the trip, Simmons’ students
shared what they learned in words and pictures.

“I had so much fun learning about science and learning
how to use tools in science,” said one student named
Christian. “I learned how to use the hydrometer, how
to investigate animal tracks. | caught a BEE! Just
thinking about it makes me excited.”
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Johnston and Gene Blacklock, the Delta’s naturalist,
coordinate and lead the field trips, which average 60
to 90 students. Teachers are effectively trained to teach
some field-trip activities and parent volunteers help,
too. The multitude of students in one day required
additional support from CBBEP employees Beth Wilson
and Jake Herring, and Ingleside residents Jane and
Gordon Ward and Frances and Buz Sawyer. The Wards
and Sawyers are the first in a new volunteer initiative
that aims for the most effective student-adult ratio for
learning.

A Schanen Estates
Elementary fifth-
grader, Julian, said
in this thank-you card
his Delta field trip
was his favorite trip
so far. “You taught
me things | didn’t
even know ... And
you let us catch
bugs. It was
AWESOME.”

Second-graders from Kostoryz Elementary look toward
the sky through paper plates they labeled in class with
pictures of various cloud types. This type of comparison
activity helps them identify the types of clouds, a topic
covered in earth science.

at www.cbbep.org.
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Fifth-graders from Schanen Estates Elementary use
hydrometers to measure the water’s salinity level and
note the difference from samples taken earlier at
another location.

Check out more featured projects of the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program online

The Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program is a non-profit organization dedicated to
protecting and restoring bays and estuaries in the 12-county region of the Texas Coastal
Bend. CBBEP is partially funded by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

For information about scheduling a field trip or volunteering at the Nueces Delta Preserve,

contact Lari Jo Johnston at (361) 885-6207.
This report published in May 2009.





